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By a Lover of Truth and Accommonation, 


And when Moſes went out, Behold two Men ſtrove to- 
gether, and he would have ſet them at one again, ſaying, 
|Sirs, Tou are both Hebrews, Why do you wrong one ano- 
ther > Exod. 2. with A. 7. 
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To The Reader. 


Reader, 

"\H E Common fame of the Difference im ſome of our 
Brethrens Preaching at Pinners Hal having 

been blawen abroad to. that diſadvantage, as many 

People (and that ſo far as I underſland of the Conſcienci- 
ous-and tender, as alſo of ſome of the wile)-have bety apt 
to queſtion whether they ſhould hear them any more ; at leaſt 
but one ſort of them, with the declining the other ; There 
is'a perſon of. Note, who is a very worthy Pious 200d man, full 
of good works, did expreſs to me bis deep reſentments about 
this matter, who inviting me to Preach to a Congregation 
mhe Cicy, whereof be is a Member, it ſeemed to me but an 
honeſt and Couſciencious thing in ſpeaking to ſuch ( among 
whom I knet» not how many might be alike mnided) to pro- 
vide ſomething as prudently as I conld, in a PraCtical Ser- 
mon, for reconciling theſe London-People to their Miz 
niſters, /o as none of them might be either ſo ſcrupulous, 
or capricious, 4s to withdraw from the Leture whoſoe» 
ver preached. Jf theſe Miniſters (ſay they) camnor tell 
the way to Heaven themſelves, how ſhall they ſhew us 
the way thither ? But ſo long as what is preached by one Prea- 
cher, or . the atber, has ftull tended, and does tend to the 
preſſing - unto the ſame precious faith, and «holy lite, 
and that acknowledged to be wrought in us by the Grace of 
: God, 


To the Reader. 


God, here is a perfeft Concord as to Practiſe. And when 
that Grace is opened by them with Variety of DoArine, 
the Good Bee ſhould but gather the more profit from thence, 
aud not:be- diſguſted #t it'; ſeeing there” are Diverſity. of 
Gifts (arthe Apoſtles ſays) bur . lame Spirit ; and that 
Diverlity given for one and the ſame end, the Edifica» 
tion of the Church 'of | God. | | 
After Sermon, oneof the Congregation (4 Stranger to 
me) came in and (poke to me,as I tell in my Paper which] wrote 
upon that account, with mtention of ſending it to the Mi- 
niſter, that is Paſtor of that Congregarion (before whom 
be did ſpeak, and with whom I had before no acquain* 
tance) to the end he might ſhew it the Gentleman, and  4- 
uy other of his People if they were offeaded ; But bav- 
ing writ part, and conſulted more eſpecially with one Bro- 
ther, we both apprebeiced, that if it were ſhewn to thoſe 
T wo of our Brethren who are more Eminent for this Dife 
lerence, and they would conſent that it ſhould be made 
publick for a Teſtimony, that though they differ in ſome 
Pomts, yet they agree m the Main Trub »f the Reformed 
Proteſtant Religion, and that difference they have im Os 
pinion, dces jet center in the ſame Praiſe, ſo that there 
is 110 daviger to the Hearers, whether they hear one or the, 
other, u v4ztt be btier probably, 1o-print the. Paper 
im 0; ger t0.the bealing theſe . dilafiections. and diflaris- 
tation, than to fend it barely ts tbe per fin mtended, for 
ſuch 


| | To the Reader, 
Juch an end only, at is not tanti, chat 1 ſhould be ſo much 


concerned, 

Þ have lived ſo long in the world, to underſtand, it is mt 
Great things, or Deep things, but the Leſs things 
(whereof the planeſt judgments are capable) that have ihe 
greatelt effeCt upon People ; as the Remedys that are m 5t 
Ordinary, do work beſt, and erueſt pou Maladies, 41d 
Fapprebend, that if theſe two Brethren would have hearken | 
to-me, but as I would have had, it could n3t but have been well, 
and of uſe to ſeveral good folks ; both in regard to the Pal- 
cification it ſelf, and the benefit of it, in their attendance 
on the Le&ture for bereaſter without deſtraction, 

As for the Sentiments of theſe Two perſous, I do not 
go to ſearth here into the Bottoms, or Nicety, of the things 
wherein they differ (if it be nt in words, rather 
than things), andit is beft to come no cloſer, for then ſhould 
I ſet one of them at more diſtance : Bit hen the one of 
them (in the point of Redemprion) who bolds Chriſt died 
only for the Ele&, muſt yet, and will, ſay, that he died for 
All that believe inhim (for, All that believe in him are 
Elect, and he died-for Them); and the other ſays, he died 

for All if they believe, (or upon condition of believing, 
All have the benefit of. it) /o that the difference comes bere 
only to an All that, and an All if, what pity is it, that ei- 
ther of them, ſhould be ſo ſhy, one of the other ! Aoain; 
(in the point of the Covenant), when one ſays, Uaril a 
man 


To the Regder. 
man believe he is not juſtified, and the other takes beed 
of this, becauſe Util ſuſpends the benefit, and ſo denates 6 
Condition, but will readily ſay, .Unlels a man believes, 
he is. net juſtified ; what pitty again is. it, that when the 
matter is come here to an Until and Unleſs, that either: of 
theſe Brethren ſhould be one {o ſhy of the other ? As for 
the Point, of our freedom from the Law, 1 think I have 
ſtated it ſo, as neither of them (bath diſclaiming Aatinami« 
anilme) are like to be diſſatisfied, or be ſhy either of me, 
or one ancther. 

[ ama litt'e troubled now at laſt,to tell on my Tale to the end. 
Theſe two Reverend- Brethren, were Appled. to. One of 
them was willing, (very willing): The other quite «aver/e. 
T was ſorry for it, and am ſo, . but my Endeayour nevers 
thele/ Sts with the Lord, and with his People ; far it 1s not, 
aud (hall not be loſt for that, fo long as it doeth afford 
me and Will (T doubt mt) with the Candid, botha Rea» 
ſo ſufficient for my Printing the P1per, and an Excule 
for any defe&s, or temuty they ſhall fiud in it. I will take 
liberty on this account, to put into the ſax mare or leſs, as I 
think fit. tha was tit when, it was ſhawn them, _* 


| Lhe Author: 


" Reverend Brother, 


Was ſorry that I had not time, by reaſon of your 
Adminiſtring the Sacrament, to fpeak farther 
with that Gentleman, who ſhewed he was diſplea- 

ſed at ſomething I delivered in my Sermon among 
your People : I would have been willing to hear more 
of his Opinion, but by ſo much as he ſaid, I gueſs, 
that he did miſtake me ; which is more than miſcon- 
ſiru'd what I ſaid. 7 am of Opinion (ſaid he) that 
Chriſt hath purchaſed Faith and Repentance for the E- 
left, and therefore am offended, and many others, at 
what you delivered. But there was nothing faid by 
= to contradict _ + a word about un: oa. 
hat I will now fay (reſerving my peculiar thoughts 
till by and by) is this. The death of Chriſt —_— 
conſidered as it avails to the "5; of Remiſſion of 
fin, and Salvation upon condition : as it red | 
to the procuring the condition for Remiffion and Salva- 
tion, The death of Chriſt was for 42, or Chriſt died 
fer 44, in the frf# ſenſe: In the ſecond, I will ſup- 
poſe with him, only for his Sheep, or the Ele#. There 
is no doubt but God, or Chritt may, mains & mi- 


nus amare. Who is the Saviour of allmen (ſays the Scrip- 
That, 


ture), ſpecially of thoſe that —_ 


(2) 
That which moved this Gentleman (1 believe) and 
others (if, there were any other beſides them he mov- 
ed) was my ſpeaking of a General Pardon for all the 
world; purchaled by Chriſt the Saviour of the World. 
This ſeemed new to him at the hearing, but by thar 
time I came down from the Pulpit tothe Veſtry, his 
own reaſon did prompt him (being I will ſuppoſe 
a judicious, but perhaps conceited man, and whe- 
ther ſo or no, Citizen or Scholar, | know not) to 
underſtand no other by my General Pardon but that 
Chriſts Redemption is Univerſal, which rherefore he 
alledged as the point offended him. Js whom we 
have redemption through his blood, even the Remiſion 
of our Sins, ſays the Apolltle, in two places. Redemp- 
zion theretore and Pardon are of equal extent our of 
queſtion. I quoted that Text, and this other. God 
was in Chri( —_ the World unto Himſelf, not 
imputing their. Treſpaſſes. If this Gentlemans Con- 
ception be True, That Chriſt hath purchaſed a par- 
don only for the Ele, then the Apoſtle ſhould not 
have ſaid Reconciling the World, but Reconciling the 
Ele to _— And when the Apoſtles fays the 
World, why ſhould he be offended, if I ſpeak after 
the Apoſtle, and not him ? Thew came the Diſciples 
and ſaid to bim, Knoweſt thou not that ſome arg offtu- 
ded? But be anſwered, Let them alone. In ſuch a 
Caſe as this, I muſt fay after my Saviour, is any 
aty man offended ? '£x 73 xaxir , let them look to 
It 

Sir, you know there are two forts of ſuch as op- 
poſe #4eniſm. One that is the high fort, and 
the other the moderate fort that are for the middle 
way in theſe Controverſies, and I confels my ſelf one 
was have wrote ſeveral peices, fo called. We that 
are 


(3) 
re of this fort, do hold Elefion to be of particular 
perſons (not the chooſing Believers to be ſaved 
with the Arminian and Lutherans, but the chooſ- 
believe): Burt Redemption we hold to 
be ©niverſal. ' The Scriptures fay, Chriſt died for 
all, and for every man. God ſo leved the World, (lays 

Chriſt) that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſo- 
ever believeth i him not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life. By the World, this Gentleman muſt un- 
derſtand the E/z#: but when by the words [that rhe- 
foever believeth in him] Chriſt plainly intimates, that 
there are ſome of thoſe God loves, do believe, and 
ſome not; the World muſt be more than the Ele?. 
Of the world of thoſe God loves fo as to give his Son, 
to dye for them ; ſome believe in him, and have e- 
verlaſting life, and ſome believe not and periſh. But 
of the all believe, and none periſh. 

One Text more I will quote : Whom he did pre- 
deſtinate , them he called : Whom he called, them he 
juſtified : Whom he jaſtified, them be alſo - glorified. 
- And why is Redemption here left our of the Apoſto- 
fical Chain, but becauſe thoſe he hath redeemed, are 
all the world 2 If the Dodtrine that this Gentleman 
hath received were right, the Apoſtle would have 
faid, Whom he did predeſtinate, them he Redeemed. 

' I ſhall uſe no more Arguments, or Scriprures, 
when ſo many may be had ; bur becauſe this Gentle- 
man was apt to think me fingular in what I faid, it 
is fit he know that the Church of Exgland (and conſe» 

ly our Holy Martyrs, Craumer, Ridley, Latimer, 
Bradford,,) does in her Catechiſm aflert this Dotrine, 
when the child is made to anſwer there, Who hath 
redeemed me and all mankind. The excellent Dr. Bi- 
ſhop Davenant, hath wrote a —_— purpoſe, De Mor. ' 
| 2 te 


(4) 
ze Chriſti, to maintain this point. my T/her. 
(not to name any of eur Eminent forraige Divines) 
hath done the like., Mr. Baxter, that every foot is 
commending this book of Davenants ſo highly, is 
one, I won't ſcruple to ſay now he. is no-leſs 
profound himſelf, and choſe to. gp this way . with 
them. 

There is a diſtintion which this. Gentleman 
hath not (l ſuppoſe) ever conlidered,. which . may 
bring light, and ſome ConviQtion to. him. A di- 
ſtinction of Chriſt in the Fleſh, and of Chriſt in the 
Spirit. It is we know a Scripture diltindtion. What 
Jeſus Chriſt now hath done for us in the feſb 
(v#ig, r7i, 451.) he hath, and muſt have done tor 472; 
and thedire& and immediate fruit of it belong to: all, 
for he took on him our fleſh, not as the fieth. of the 
Ele, but as the fleſh of Mankind (the nature of mar, 
not that, of Angels): What he does for us in the Spi- 
rit is peculiar to ſome, and if it be ſaving, to the E- 
left only. The work of Chriſts redemption (being 
by bis Blood) was wrought for us through his Fleſh, 
(in which all mankind have Union with him, and that 
is therefore Univerſal, with the benefit that does di- 
realy and immediately iſſue from it : the giving us 
Faith and Repentance 1s the work of Chriſt through 
the Spirit, (in which his Members only have Union 
with him) and is particalar to the Choſen. | 

To come up cloſer then to this perſon, & ſpeak exaQt- 
ly,ifI can. The death of Chriſt,as it is Redemptory, Pro- 
pitiatory, or Satisfaftory tor ſin,hath this fruit I ſpeak of, 
Pardon. It is this is the dire immediate Er proper fruit 
of it; I think I may fay too, the only ( ſuch) fruit of 
it, for, Pardon for all ſin of Omiſion and Commiſion, and 
conſequently a diſobligation trom all puniſhment, of 

| | Loſs 


| CF) 

Loſs and Sffering, is (paſſively taken) no'leſsthan a 
right to Impunity and Life, and this is held forth uporr 
condition of Faith and Repentance to all the World : 
But the Condition it (elf (performed by ſome) is not 
the fruit of Chritts death, as a Propitration, though by 
way of Redundancy it comes by it. It you ask me 
what Redundancy 2 or How ? 1 will tell you (though 1 
can't Peremptorily,) as thus. Inall chings whatſoever 
we pray for, ſuppoſe-it be for fair weather (as we have 
Collefts tor ſuch. Occaſions), we ask it in Chriſts 
wame, for his ſake, or through his merits, when yer 
it would be a ſtrange ſpeech to ſay Chriſt dyed that 
we may have fair weather : And nevertheleſs there is 
ſome ſenſe in which there is a Truth in this; for if 
Chriſt ha& not attoned God by his ſatisfaction for 
ſin, there is no bleſſing could be obtained for, or by, 
any. Now, when there is ſome diſtintion muſt be 
made here, ſothat, mediately, indirefly, or ſome way, 
by way of Redundacy, ſuch bleſſmgs, even as theſe, are 
the benefits of Chriſts Redemption to ſuch and ſuch 
particular perſons, let that diſtinRion be formed right, 
and in ſuch a ſenſe will the condition we ſpeak ot be 
a fruit hereof to the Ele, even by its redundant me- 
rit and value. 

The purchaſe Chriſt made, was a purchaſe for as, 
and for himſelf., His purchaſe for us was, that we 
ſhould be pardoned upon Condition : He purchaſed for 
himſelf,, a power to give us that condition, that our 
pardon may be compleat. AZ power is committed to 
me in Heaven and Earth, (aith iſt, after he was 
riſen. There 1s accordingly a Redemption by price 
(our Divines ſay), and by power. Pardon upon condition 
is the fruit of his Redemption by price : But the Condi+ 
tien is the Effet of his Redemption by power. When 


_— 


(6) 
his Death (I ſay) he had paid the price of a par- 
for AZ upon Condition ; by his Reſarre#ion he 
receives power to conferr the condition to whom he 
pleaſes, that is the Elec, which when they per- 
form, they are jufified, or have abſolute right is ir. 
And that may be a good reſolution as to the ſenſe 
of that Text, He was delivered for our fins, and raiſ- 
ed again for our juſtification. * To make the marter 
though more plain, we have thar Text in the As, 
Him bath God exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to 
give repentance to lirael and forgiveneſs of fins. Kepen- 
rance we fee (and fo faith) comes from this power, 
the power of Chriſt asa Xing, rather than as a Prieſt ; 
and if as a Prieſt both, "tis by vertue of his Inter- 
cefſion as he is at Gods right hand, rather than of his 
Oblation. Now Chriſt intercedes for nothing bur accor- 
ding to Gods Will; His will is his Decree, and it is 
from the decree, his decree of Fleft:on, that our faith 
and repentance does come. It is not from Chriſts 
purchaſe by price ; it is not from the power of our 
free wil; but it is from Eleftion (which belongs to God 
not as Refor, but as Lord of his owngifts) working 
the ſame effeQtually in us. It is out of this Treaſury 
Chriſt gives it ; And not by virtue of a right to 
any from his death, but by the power of an endleſs 
life. Not as Teftator, but as the Executor or Diſ- 
penſer of his Fathers EleQtion. 

In fine, Chriſt by his death did merit, or procure 
this power, that he hath art God rights hand : By this 
power he gives us Regentance and Faith, Faith and 
Repentance /1s not the fruit of Chrifts death 
any otherwiſe than mediately or indirely, as be- 
ing derived from this power, which he obtained by 


i. 
God 
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God (1 again fay) for the merit of Chriſts life 
and death exales him to the power mentioned, 
Wherefore God - hath bighly exalted bim. By this 
power, or as exaited, Chriſt gives bis Spirit to work 
Faith and Repentance in Whom he chooſes, or hath 
choſen. By this work they are regenerated, and 
that Article in the Agreement (or Covenant as ſome. 
call it) between Father and Son [When thou ſhalt 
make his Soul an offering for fin, he ſhall ſee bis ſeed, 
is made good to him. In this way abort then, and 
no other, does Faith and Repentance come to the E- 
le# by his death, when the dire and immediate 
truit of it is Vuiverſal. That is, Faith and Repentance 
(the Condition) is thefruit of Chriſts death as all other 
5 are, which are asked of God for Chriſt's me> 
rits ſake, or which he, as Prince and Saviour, beſtows 
on his people. 

Whereas now it pleaſed the Gentleman to tell me, 
Thar he never any Divine ſay in the Pulpit that 
which I ſaid: If he will underſtand me right, I will 
take it for a Commendation rather than diſparage- 
ment, ſeeing ir does import that what theſe Mode- 
rate Divines do generally ſay in the Subſtaxce, was fo 
deliver'd by me by way of Cs{zivatien, as did make 
ſome impreſſion u im, as if it had been, new, 
rare, or ſingular altogether, 

That which I delivered in efftc&t was ifideed only 
this, That Chriſt hath procured for the World a Geve- 
ral Pardon : But there is none have Benefit by it, but 
he that believes and repents. If I had called this 
a Univerſal conditional Remiſſon, and ſaid no more 
(which isthe ſame whole thing) he had not perhaps 
been ſurprized ; and I could ascaſily have.faid ſo: bur 
io 


(8) 
to ſpeak as I did, was better, as fitted to my pacifica- 
tory end, 

This is what I faid: I gave it light from the eon- 
ſideration of a Pardon'by At of Parliament. A Par- 
«on is agreed on by the King, and the two ZHouſes, 
the People know nothing ot it, and do nothing to 
the obtaining it, and the Pardon is General : Never- 
rheleſs, it any come to have the benefit, by this Par- 
don, he muſt Jook into the 4, and fee how it runs, 
he muſt ſee what Qualifications it requires; and if 
he does, or will not qualify himſelf according to 
to the 4X, he loſes the benefit. It is fo in this 
A@ of Grace or Pardon for the world. It is an A& 
of Grace 1 fay perfeAly free to man: No man does, 
or can do any thing to pacity God, or merit the ſame, 
It is all from the Agreement between Father and 
Son, that Chriſt ſhould fulfill the Law, and by ſutfe- 
ring alſo, ſatisfy for our ſins, and the Pardon there- 
by be granted in our behalf, while man does no- 
thing lhumſelf by way of Cauſe (1 muſt ſay), Conds- 
tion, or Adive Occaſion thereunto ; and here dol bring 
off rhofe' that ſay this 4, Law, or COR—_ 
Grace is without condition, which in this ſenſe, we a 
ſce is, really ſo: And yet when any man comes in 
particular for benefit by this Pardon, A of Grace, 
Grant, Law, Covenant, Teſtament ( for this Grant of 
Pardon obtained by Chriſt, the Covenant, or 7eſta- 
ment of Clhniſt, which'is his W://, bequeathing what 
he hath purchaſed upon his own rerms, are all we 
muſt know but the ſame thing) he muſt read the 
Ad, and tee how it is paſſed, or rcad over the Will 
and fee how it is made; he muſt go to tlie Row 
which is, the Word of God: (it was decreed from E- 
ternity, it paſſed at Chriſls death, it was inrolled 
in 
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in Gods Word, and promulgated by the Miniſters of 
it), and there he will find that God requires of every 
man to Believe, Repent, and walk ſincerely before him, 
in order to have the Benefit; and that unleſs he Be- 
lieves and Repgfts,*he is to have none by it: And by 
#his do I juſtitie thoſe alſo of cur Divines (which are 
the Generality,) who fay this A, Law, or Covenant 
of Grace hath Conditions. 

And when thus much will be acknowledged on 
both ſides, to wit, That it is the ſound Believer only, 
or ſincere Gonvert that is pardoned Abſolutely, ſo as to 
be Saved; you havea way chalked out for Reconci- 
liation of our Brethren, at leaſt ſo far as I drive; to wit, 
That Conſcientious people may hear Both, with profit, 
and without offence, as Preaching no other Doarine 
in regard to Pratice, (however they may differ in 
the Explication) but what is conſonant, or may be 
made conſonant to one another. 

There arg fome I know apt to think the Covenant 
of Grace to-be without Condition upon- the account 
(they foy) it is not made with Mar (becauſe he can 
promiſe of himſelf to perform nothing Y but with 
Chriſt in behalf of the Ele, as their Head, who hath 
therefore undertaken with rhe Father, both to pur- 
chaſe the terms by his Blood, and ſee them performed 


by his Spirit in all ſuch: ſo that they ſhall be infalli- 


bly Saved: But I fee not how theſe men get any 
thing by this, for if Chriſt hath undertaken to do thus, 
that is, To ſee theſe terms periormed by his Elect, 
it muſt be in” that Order as the Scripture declareth 
and that is, By guwing them Repentance that they may 
be Forgiven; Faith that they may be Juſtified, and 
Perſeverance that they may be Saved; and this dozs 
not hinger, but makes the wa. to be Conditio- 

nal : 
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nal : When thoſe that hold it made with man, and to 
have conditions, do make Faith to be Gods gift, and 
the performance to be by Grace, no leſs than theſe 
do. . 
As for their ſpeaking of a Covenant, and thinking 
it not made with Mar, I mult confeſs I wonder. Give 
me ſuch a Man, and I will Ask him; Hath the Cove- 
nant of Grace a Mediator, or No? Who will dare to 
fay, No? Well then, 4 Mediator is not a Mediator of 
one ( ſayes the Apoſtle ); that is, Not of one, bur two 
Parties. There mult be two-Parties at odds, that have 
a Dayes-Man come between them, to lay his hand up+ 
on both, to bring them to an Agreement. Chriſt is 
our Dayes-Man, and beſides him there mult be two 
Parties, or he can be no Mediator between both. 4 
Mediator is not of one ( (ayes the Scripture ) but God is 
one. God is one, or but one; one party only, and 
there muſt be another therefore on neceſlity beſides 
the mediator and him, which is Man. -There is one 
God and one Mediator between God and Men, the man 
Chriſt Jeſus, 

The light here is ſo eſclatant, it cannot be reſiſted: 
but I will produce what is yet more palpable. Let 
us turn to the Covenant it ſelf. This is the Cove- 
want, that I will make with the houſe of Iſrael ; After 
thoſe, days ſaith the Lord, I will put my Laws in their 
mines, and write them in their hearts ; and 7 will be to 
them a God, and they ſhall be-to me a Poople. What 
a ſirange thing now 1s it, that any here ſhould {up- 
poſe this Covenant to be made with Chriſt, and nor 
with man, when it 1s expreſly ſaid to be made with 
Man, with the Houſe of Iirael., And what is this 
Houle of /ſrae/? I will tell you, and there is more 
here necd to be told. It is the whole world, all the 
Nations 


C x2-) 
Nations that come in at the Preaching of the Goſpel 
into the' Church of God (or the Meſſiahs Kingdom) 
that is this /Joaſe. - It is ſpoken in the ſtyle of the 
Old Teſlamenr, when /frae/ only was Gods people; 
and his peculiar heritage or dwelling ; but now the 
partition wall is broken down, there is no man that 
receives the Goſpel, but he comes into this Z7ouſe ; 


a Houſe wherein (we muſt underſtand too) thereare See a Blok 


Veſſels that are of Wood, as well as of Gold, though 


the denomination be ſtill from the better- fort. He of 5eparatine. 


comes, [ ſay, and is ingrafted into the Fews 0/7ve, or | 
Covenant ;-l1e does at his Baptiſm enter Covenant with 
the Father, Son, - and Holy Ghoſt, which is the only 
True -God, and rhe ſame God with the God of the 
Jews, and fo they become his people, a holy people, a 
choſen generation, according to the Titles w® that people 
had, even the whole body of them, called the Church 
in the Wilderneſs : Only we have this good difference, 
that when that wile had 'thoy Laws written, by 
Moſes, which were ſo many, and grievous, and in 
one place ſaid to be wot good; we have none/ now 
but the Law of Nature, which is writen within e- 
very mans breaſt (as is the very intent ({ think) of this 
Text with rhe -verſe after ) rogether with. the re- 
vealed mind of God about his Son: This Sir, is'g 
great buſineſs, and Gods mercifulneſs to? lis ſake, in 
forgiving our iniquities which follows, mult be under- 
{tood according to the Tenour. of the Goſpel decla- 
red by Chrift and his: Apoltles. Ze that believes ſhall 
be ſaved, ani he that | believes not ſhall be damned. Re» 
pent, for the - Kingdom of Heaven 'is | at hand. 
Upon this touch, you can judge what enlarge» 
ment would follow, and with what due caution it 


ſhould be made. The Goſpel is preached ; the My+ 
| C2 llery 
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ſtery of Chriſt, God . incarnate, revealed ; the Idola- 
ry of all the earth diſclaimed, confounded, deſtroyed ; 
the Religion of the Jews aboliſhed ; what then re- 
mains, but the word that is nigh us, and in our hearts, 

* that is, the Religion of Mankind ? Cliriſt indeed did 
inſtitute a Church, and Officers, for the gathering, 
and governing it ; He hath commanded, and left us 

; two Sacraments, and bid us pray in his Name, and 
what elſe is there in the Chriſtian Religion but the 
new Commandment which we had from the beginning, 
Love » The Law of Love, whieh is our duty to God 

" and our Neighbour, and that is verily the Law of 
Nature according to which the Patriarchs of old, and 
ail the holy men in the world lived before there was 
Law or Goſpel. $i igitur eundem illum quem priſci ac 
ipſo Moſe antiquiores coluerunt Deum Chriſti dot- 
rina gentibus univerſis demonſtrauit, haud dubium eſt. 
quin cjuidem cum illis divini cultus facti ſumus par- 
ticipes, communem porro habentes religionem , 
communem quoque beneditionem, ſortituros eſle, pa- 
lam eſt. Euſebius De Demons. Evan. l. c. 3, The 
ſenſe of this quotation, and of other Authority I 

+ 2, 14-6 24. Might cite alſo, (as of JuſtinMartyr who tells us that 

> Eiuoas'ss * they that live according to Reaſon (as Socrates) are ; 

xe1oTiave Chriſtians, though call d Heathen, in his Apology, and 

Hol Kay ATE ; 

woulSnoes, Of CLEMENS Alexandrinus who ſays the Greeks of old 

| by their Py were juſtified, Strom. /. 1.) I leave 
(as coming in o&iter) with the conſequence, to the 


Candid and Wiſe, Adhibita ſemper elt univerſis ho- 
minibus, ({ays Ambr. or Proſper)quadam fupern xmen- 
ſura dotrinz quxz etſi parcioris occultioriſq; Gratiz 
fuit, ſufkcit ramen, ſicut Dominus judicavit, quibuſ- 
dam ad Remedium, omnibus ad Teſtimonium. De 
Voc, Gen. c. 5. 


SIR, 


SIR, 


Here was another point concerning our Freedom 
from the Law which I alſo cccationally {tared, 
in regard to the preſent peeping up of Antimomizniſme, 
and ſecing the ſaid Gentleman gave me his thanks for 
that, I think it but a peice of good manners to preſent 
him the ſame, with the reſt which he controverted. 
Eſpecially ſceings ſhall bring it tro ſomething praQti- 
cal at the end. 4 

That Chtiſt hath redeemed us from the Law, or 
delivered us from it (as the Scripture ſpeaks) fo that 
we are not Under the Law, but wnder Grace, is not 
to be dcenyed by any, and yet that we are till ro 0- 
bey the ſame is no leſs certain, If thou wilt enter in- 
to life, keep the aa guy The Law therefore 
may be conſider — Regula, or qua Fedus, (ay 
our Divines, which does in the groſs, ſtate the mat- 
cer. 

By the Law we mean not the Ceremonial Law which 
containing things that were bur ſhadows whereof 
the ſubllance 1s come, is abregated out of queſtion, 
but we mean the Law Moral, the Law of Nature, 
or Law of Works. Now this Law as a Rule, we ſay, 
that is, as it preſcribes us our duty to God, our ſelves, 
and- our neighbour, cannot ceaſe, but be always of 
force, becauſe it is founded on Our Nature, and Gods, 
anJ fo long as they are the ſame, this muſt be fo al: 
ſo. For ever O Lord thy Law is ſetled in Heaven, 
But the Law as a Covenant, that is, as God and Man 


are 


( 14) | 
are obliged thereby, ſo that man muſt live or dye, and 
God deal with him according to his keeping-or breatc- 
ing it: this is not to ſtand in force, but weare delivered 
from it by Chrilt. | 
To come to the Difficulty, There are three things 

in the Covenanr, the Precepts, the Promzi/e, and the 
Threat. The Preceptive part now is, and muſt be (till 
ot force, becauſe the Law, gua Rezul2, is. The Com- 
minatory part is of torce likewiſe, becauſe Chriſt tells 
us, thoſe that believe not are condemned already , and 
Sr.Paul (ayes, that we are all by Natare, the Children of 
wrath ; which could not be, if the Tbreat were void. 
1he Promiſery part then only remfins, and Divines 
{ay therefore, that the Capacity of the Subject cea- 
fing, that ceaſes. The condition thereof (they ſay) 
cannot be performed, and the Promiſe is void, Bur 
neither what they ſay 1s tree, nor 1s it the thin 
which ſhould be faid. Ir 15 nor the thing, becauſe 
the delivery of us from the Law, which the Scrip- 
ture ſpeaks of as the purchaſe ofwChriſt, is the free- 
ing us from the curſe and condemnation of it: To 
be freed from tli&Promifory part, what good is that - 
Neither is this zrxe, becauſe the Lord Jetus, a man as 
we are, did perform, the condition, and made the re. 
vu ard rthercbv, due to him of debt or metir; and ac- 
cordingly entred into Blory, This can be pain-ſaid 
by no body. 

if then, Neither the Promiſe, nor Threat, nor Pre- 
crÞts are ccaicd, how does the Law, ceaſe as a Cove- 
:axt, or we be treed from it 2 Here now is the thing 
| -muſt {pca!; ro, and I humbly anſwer, there are two 
Parties in a Covenant as I have affcrted before, and 
conſequently there is Our part, and there is Grds 
part wn the Covenant. On onr part the Law, qua Re- 


oul 
£fna 
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gula & qua Fzdus both, being the Law and Cove- 
nant of Nature mult, for ought I ſee, continue, and 
always; for when Chriſt, aſter the day of Judgment, 
{hall have delivered up his Mediatory Kingdom, and 
the Laws of it, I do believe that man being made per- 
ſet in Holinels, and confirmed therein, this Law is 
that, which he, and the bleſſed Spirits in Heaven, 
ſhall live by, and keep for evermore. But as to 
Gods part (now, and rill the Judgment is palt) the 
calc is altered. We are by this Covenant through 
our Tranſgreſlion (we and all the world) in Gods 
hands, lyable to Wrath and Condemnation, and God 
as ReCtor is engaged to deal with us according to 
his Threat: But Mans caſe being verily puttiable, he 
in his Wiſdom tound our, and in his Goodneſs accepted 
of a ſatisfattion to be made by his Son ; and thereup- 
on he is taken off, ſoas not toinflit the punithmeng 
upon Us. 

There are two Reaſons upon which a Law-giver, 
who allo is Rector, may forbear the puniſhing a De- 
linquent. One is when the caſe of the perſon is Pit» 
tiable, and requires Commuleration ; and the other, 
when his Juſtice and Honour can be ſaved alſo, tho” 
he ſpare that perſon. Such is the caſe here; If God 
deal with man according to this Law, all mankind 
muſt Periſh, which is pittiable indeed ;. and it plea- 
{ed Him therefore, that the Lord JESUS his Son 
ſhould interpole ; who by fulfilling the Law ex- 
aQly for himlelf, and bearing the puniſhment of it 
alſo in our ſtead, it is made a Righteous Thing hereby, 
without caſting any diſhonour upon Himliclt or Law, 
to deal otherwile on his part with us, than the Cove- 
nans required. Here then, to ſpeak properly, the Law 
is not Abrogated, nor Ceaſed, but Relaxed ; it is not 
- an 
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an Abrogation, or a Ceſſation; but a Relaxation, or a 
Diſpenſation as to the Penalty of it ; that is, ſo as we 
ſhall not Le condemned by it. . 

It is liithereo then the Point is come, and fo far 
doubleſly we are in the Right. We are not freed from 
the Law, fo as that we are no longer to obey it; 
but we are delivered, fo as God will not deal with us 
accorcing to it. How then (will you fay) does, or 
will he deal with us? I Anſwer, by another Law, 
a Remedying Law, the law of Grace, the Covenant 
of Forgiveneſs, the law of Faith, in oppoſition to the 
law oft Works. Chriſt ſayes to the Father, I will Re- 
deem theſe loſt Creaturcs from the Sentence cf the 
Law, by which every mortal man of them elſe muſt 
Periſh : But I will take the Redecmed into my Hands, 
or under my Government, fo as they fthall not be 
Lawleſs for all that. They ſhall have the Law tif (as 
in my Hand) to live by, as well as they can, and as 
tar as human frailty will permit ; but they ſhall be 
dealr with in regard to Acceptation, according to the 
Grace I have purchaſed for them, and is promulgated 
in the Goſpel. 

The Law then remains fill as a Rule to Live by, 
but not as the Rule we ſhall be Judged by ; as a Rule 
of our Duty, but not as the Rule by which we ſhall 
be Juſlifed or Condemned. There is a Univerſal Par- 
den in regard to the Sentence of the Law of Works, 
procured, paſſed, and declared in the Goſpel, upon 
condition of our Faith and Repentance: But the ob- 
| gation of Obedience to the Precepts of it can never 
ceaſe (1 mull fay ill ) fo long as it is the Law of 
Nature, wich never ceaſes. The Law of Nature then, 
or the Law of Works, is the Norma Offciz, the Rule of 
Life : bur tlic Law of Grace, this Act of Pardon, is 
the Norm Ju dicii, the Rule of Judgment. ve 


;C.17,) 
We are not delivered from- the Law fo 4 that 
we are free from living according to it (I muſt 
inculcate this, to be ſure T miſtake not, or. be mi- 
Niaken): Bur (we are delivered from it fo as we ſhall 
not be Judged by it, which is all one as nor. to. be 
Juſtified or Condemned by it. We ſhall be Judged by 
the Law of Liberty, ay's St. James, and St. Pani, Ac- 

cording to ly Goſpel. Bleſſed be God for this Truth. 
And now I will crave leave for a little deſcant, for 
the Matter (and 'Uſe) will. bear ir. In all Tryals at 
'our Judicial Courts, there is a Statute ; upon which 
the Party or Parties accuſed, are indited, and ac- 
cording as they are found guilty or not by that S7a- 
tute, they are acquitted or condemned. , The Law 
"by which Men' ſhall be all tryed at judgment-is not 
the Law of Works I have {aid, but the Law of 
"Grace. I have need of ſaying this more than once, 
becauſe I know the notion of many Proteſtant Divines 
in their difpure with the Papift does bend them 
to another apprehenſion, _ There is a_ Conſtirative, 
and Sextential Juſtification. Juris, FF. Judicis. The 
Law by which we are jaſftifed, is that Law by which 
we muſt be judged. It is by Faith we are juſtified 
and. not by Works, and thay is all one as by the Law 
of Faith, and not* by the, of Works. Both is 
Scripture. ,'To maintain , of to have.any  Concep- 
tion,” that the Sentence at Judgment ſhall paſs accor- 
ding to the Law of Works, is an Errour, and ſuch 
as __ to the —_— the G ap praQi- 
cal Religion. It will be the great and only enquiry 
of that Pay. ether "thou 7h a Performer of this 
Law, the Law of Faith, this Law of Pardon or Grace ; 
that is, whether thou art a-trs, or ſound Believer. 
If the Devil puts in his Accuſation that thou art a 
| Stars, cont Bb and ha ſinner, 
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ſinner, that thou haſt done thus and thus, and 6 
art condemnable by the Law, Chriſt will tell him 
freight, 1 have put in bayl as to that, I have fatisfi- 
ed my felf in' his behalf for that, and there is at 
my Bar no queſtion as to. my part, but as to his; 
Not whether I have done mine, but whether he 
hath performed his. Have you any thing to prove 
the Man no Believer, or no ſound believer, rhat he 
muſt be caſt according to this Law, or this Act ? 

Hear the A47 read, which is all one with Chriſts 
Will at his death. Father, 1 will that ſuch an A& 
be paſſed which ſhall give a pardon to all the world, 
and for all their ſins, with this clauſe in the AEt [The 
threat that is in the law of works to the contrary not 
withſtanding} : Only 1 will have every one, that 
reaps the 'Benefit of this AR (which is laid in be- 
fore) to receive the Grace when promulgated with 
ſuch a belief of it as workin by love, thall ſhew 
it ſelf in a ſerious continued Yelire, and endeavour 
to forſake their fins, and cleave unto God in fin- 
cerity of heart and life. And I will that ſuch a fin- 
cerity ſhall be accepted (notwithſtanding all their 
failings, nay very much groſs and long ſinning which 
they fall into through infirmity) unto Life. and Sal- 
vation. This is the Tenour of this 44, this Wil of 
Chriſt, that Zaw, or Covenant of Grace, by which we 
ſhall 'be judged. | 

Well now,. As for this ſervant of mine here at 
the bar accuſedg by you ( will Chriſt ſay ), When 
1 was a hungry he fed me, and whey naked cloathed 
me : That is, by ſuch works of Charity /as theſe), 
and ſo of Piety, and Sobriety or 'Temperance, Ju- 
ſtice and all other Vertue, it does. appear the. man 
's a Believer and my DiCcple. The and theſe 


things 
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WE, dences of a Sin- 
am, heres Mn pn -and therefore I de- 
clare biep, oof « of the breach, but a perfor- 
mer a Law of Faith, upon which 
he E; mY 

7 "way, note here, that the declaring a 
oF rightequs according to the Aﬀ he is try- 
ed by , is the moſt undoubted proper Juſtifica- 


tiop 
A for the Mans Ne and the fins of the whole 
warld, I have m y fe 3 them (will our Judge 
ſay) on the Crod, I have fatisfied I them by my 
Jeath | in the bebalt of all men; and this AR is a De- 
caratio of a_ Univerſal forgiveneſs (as of my Will) 
Ypop t heſc fo fade the AS and my Will 
goes require. ſuch, Terms, that all ſhall believe and 
* repent that partake the advantage : And this faith, and 
pERtancy, and upright life, appearing in this perſon, 
I do Ahoy his right to the benefit, I do allow thar 
my R teviiſncls or the merits of my' life) and the 
SatisfaQion (or rr X) of my Death, be imputed 
to hin unto this Efe#. I pronounce him r gies 
ous according to this 4v3 and thereby juſtifi 
bleſſed. And the righteous (that is according this Len 
to life everlaſting. | | 
ad now Sir, there is a day when 'ou and I and 
all the world muſt appear before 'God' if (XR ws 
a day which for ought know may laſt (as fome 
Learned Divines e ought) a thouſand years, 
for a thouſand years gr is but as one day, I 
have ſome things that I have formerly thought on, 
and writ, and "laid up in my heart, as my ſinall ſtore 
to live upon, and uphold me againſt the fear of that 
terrible day, which 1s alſo a — day, and a good 
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day whenſoever it comes. It is opon the mercy of 
God, and merits of Chriſt, the moſt ſanQified ſoul, 
and the moſt miſerable penitent ſinner muſt both 
ftand. As David las a Pſalm, he calls A Pſalm to 
bring to remembrance, ſo ſhall the reſt wpon this ſubject, 
which follows, be. TD OIfh Aa 
We know that God hath appointed ſuch a one 
to be our Judge who is a mercifathigh Prieſt rouch- 
ed with the teeling of. our infirmities. Ze knows 
our frame, and that we are but duſt, We know that 
the Government of God we are all under is a gra- 
cious Government, a righteous Government,and a righ- 
teous one becauſe gracious : Forl have learned this tar- 
ther than ſome others, that the very Righteouſneſs of 
Ged in the New Teſtament, towards fallen man, is 
Grace, We know that by the Law of Grace, God 
expes we ſhall be righteous, and that he accepts 
of an Evangelical obedience according to this Law, 
as Perfettion; For when all that is i done, and all 
that is wndone is forgiven us, and not imputed, that 
which we have done let it be never ſo little, muſt 
according to this Law be Perfef. We know for all 
that, that the holineſs of the moſt holy man living 
could never be accepted to Salvation, but for the 
merits of Chriſt ; and when it is not for” the value 
of the work done, but upon the account of Chriſts 
merits that any man is accepted, Whether my works 
be more or leſs (if 1 be found ſincere) ir is all one in 
regard to ſuch an Accepratton. Let me give my bo- 
dy to be burnt, or let me give but a cup of cold wa- 
ter in Chriſts name, if Chritt ſees integrity in ir, and 
his merits be imputed, the one will -be accepted as 
well as the other. Let me have wrought but one 


hour, or let me have wrought twelve, my penny 
11! 
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ſill is of Grace, and for Chriſts fake. We know 
farther, that he whom God hath made to be our 
Fudge, is alſo, and will be our Advocate; and if there 
be any thing to be accepted (as if there be any thing 
thou haſt done that can be produced for an Evidence 
of thy ſincerity, it will be accepted) he will plead it 
for us, and be ſure not to forget it. 

We know Sir, that Sathan will plead againſt us, but 
Chrift for us. Fe will bring the Law, Chri## the 
Goſpel. He will fay we have (inned againſt Law and 
Goſpel : But He that pleads for us will diſtinguiſh of 
ſinning againſt the Goſpel, ſub ratione Officii, & Condi: 
tionis ; berween the Daty of the Goſpel, and the Con- 
dition of the Goſpel. He will make it appear,that though 
we have failed in our Duty, we have not failed in the 
Condition: Though we have finned againſt the Gof- 
ſpel in regard to his, and that particular precept, we 
ſhall be cleared from the accuſation of Non-perfor- 
mance of the Condition, In order to this, and above 
all, | am perſwaded of fo fair a Tryal before God 
in that day of the declaration of his righteous judg- 
ment (the like whereof was never in this Earth), that 
God who 1s fo infinitely good, and wiſe as he is, 
will conſider evcry one of us with grains of allow- 
ance proportionable to our ſeveral tempers, conditi- 
ons, temptations, ſo that, that ſhall be found ſince» 
rity in ſome perſons, which they could not find in 
their heargs to think, till they come to know it with 
Everlaſting joy. And ſeeing it is according to Grace 
(a Law of Grace) that we are to be judged, who 
can tell the extent of this Grace 2 Who ſhall ſet 
bounds to Gods infinite and free Grace ? 

'Of all Points in Caſuiſtical Divinity there "is not 
one of thore near importance to a Chriſtian, than ro 


be 
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to be ſolidly informed ' what to do, or how to live 
and ſupport the ſoul under the caſe when it harh ex- 
amin'd it ſelf, and is in conflict and doubt whether it 
be in a State of Grace (which is all one as whether 
we be ſincere) or not. They that are light Chriſte 
ans, d6 otten talk of their aſſurance, when the more 
weighty Chriſtians are ready to droop, and hang the 
head as the ears of corn do that are tulleſt, 4 very 
Hypoecrite, John Bradford. 

There are two Concluſions therefore, I will come 
to. One is, that it is God, and God alone knows the 
heart and can judge of mans integrity. It is God a- 
lone both in oppoſition to any other, and toa mans ' 
own felf. 1 know nothing by my ſelf, yet am 1 not 
thereby juſtified. Again, we do know lome things by 
our ſelves, but God alone can lay all things together. 
The other is, that in the grand cafe, the great ten- 
der cafe, whercin, or under which, fo many the moſt 
ferious among Chriſtians do pant, to wir, this caſe of 
fear or Coubr, whether we be ſincere or not, the wa 
for a gracious Soul to take, as the ſafeſt' (unleſs it 
hath reached to an higher attainment), I mean, that 
it may neither preſame dangerouſly, nor de/pond, but 
maintain it ſelf in ſome equal ſtate or quict of mind 
which is warrantably good, is with David to make 
its appeal unto God ( Try me O Lord, ſearch me if 
there be any wicked way in me (any ſuch as is incon- 
rent with lincerity), and commit 'his cauſe unto Him. 
The Lord is my portion, faith my Soul, and tPerefore will 
I hope in him. [t is good for a man that he ſhould both 
hope, and quietly wait for the Salvation of the Lord. 
We mult leave it to'him, or tlicreis no end. We goto 


a good God. 
On 
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On one hand, if with the Phariſee we juſtify our 
ſelves, God may condemn us: If we condemn our 
ſelves with the Publican, he may acquit us. f 
we would judge on ſelves, we ſhomld not be judged. 
And what then remaines ? Behold, we are at Gods 
bar, and we commit our cauſe nnto owr Fudge. God's 
bar, is a bar, or throne of Grace, } will caſt my 
ſelf on his Grace. And God fend us a good delive- 
rance at the Great day. 


_—__A@_— —— —_ — —h»— 


SIR, 


PEfore I go off, I muſt needs return a little again 
to the occaſion of this Letter. One thing'T muſt 
hint more as to the General Pardon, 1 ſpeak of above. 
There is a certain term uſed ſtill by our Divines 
which does cloud the light, I have ofter'd, and that 
is the term Afual. We uſually diſtinguiſh thus, - be- 
twecn Conditional and Anal pardon. A Conditional 
pardon (we ſay) is obtained indeed for all: but an + 
Actual pardon for none, but the preſent truly peni- 
tent believer. We ſhould here uſe another term, and in: 
ſtead of Atual, fay Abſolute, The truth is (let me 
fay as the thing 1s) there is a Pardon, and Actual 
pardon, being a Pardon paſled long ſince; an Ad of 
Grace, a ſtanding Pardon, an aQually ftanding Par- 
don, and that Zniverſal : But this Actual ſtanding 
Pardon, being a Pardon «pon Condition, it is I muſt ſay 
a Pardon Abſolutely made good to nv Particular per- 
"fon, bat upon the conditioa performed. When the 
condition is performed, it is then made to the per- 
former, a Compleat Abſolute Pardon. This is the 
Fundamental underſtanding of the point diſcour- 


ſed, Lwill 


- 


( 24 ) 

I will fill what I have faid with one Notion of 
Dr. Davenants, which I take to be rare, and fit to 
be noted, being alſo clear, and of uſe. Res ſub con- 
ditione promifſa q/iquo modo ad eog, ſpeitat qui conditi- 
onem nunguam implent , nimirum quoad jus vendicandi 
promiſſum beneficium ſi impleviſſent. De Morte Chriſti. 

There are two or three things yet lyes upon my 
hands by way of ſurpluſage, not only as pertinent, but 
even neceſſary to be added ro what is ſpoken. 

One of them is this. From the Zniverſality of Re- 
"demption there does ariſe a Government of Grace 
which God has over the World; that is, a Govern- 
ment by the Law of Grace, which Chriſt hath pur- 
chaſed, as the /n/trument oi that Government, whereby 
Salvation is made poſlible to all Mankind, or where- 
by Pardon and Life are made attainable by all men 
on a Poſſible Condition. If you ask me what that 
is wherein this Poſtbility is placed, this I perceive 
is a hard queſtion made, but I ſhall anſwer eaſily. It 
is to be placed in the Lowering the Condition to the 
capacity of all perſons, having the power and uſe of 
thcir natural faculties, ſo that whoſoever he be thar 

"lives up fincerely to the light -that he 


* !ſ any be offen.led at my aller- has, (hall be ſaved. * Such is the 


tivg the poſſibility of a Heathens 
Salvation, 1 pray kim to look in- 
to a book called Peaceable Dif. 
quilitions, where theze- is one 
theet, de induſgiz (irom P» 55» 
ro 67 ) upon uthat Argument, and 
if he be not convinced by at; -tet 
bim but fairly preſert the whole, 
and anfver it; and he ſhall ſtarc 
# generous ſubj:@ and tmnocent, 
ty cx:rti.c the wits of the azc. 


Law of Grace, (Il ſay) purchaſed by 
Chriſt, by which we are Governed and 
(ha!l be Judged, that wholoever lives up 
tothe light, or means. which he has, 
in fmcerity, ſhall be ſaved by ir, I 
will add, whoſoever does. but what be 
can in order to his, Salvation. is Sin 
cere, and Conſequently the Conditi- 


on muſt be Poſſible : But ſeeing no mortal does What hecan (E- 
verv mar? £2n do more good, and leſs evil than he docs), 1 fay, if 


he 


.. Ts 
he does fincerely what be can ( whict all the'F/e# from 
the four quarters of the Earth, and the Ele only will 
ſarcly do ) he ſhall have life, notwithſtanding all Im- 
perſeCtions. This being premifed as to the Poſibiliry, 
the Performance ther! it 1{&lf ſhall be founded, 7» Dokro 
fupetnaturali a Viatore qguocunque, poſſibiliter recipitndo, 
ſecundum legem ordinariam, as the School ſpeaks. Of a 
truth, I perceive, that God is no reſpefter of Perſons ; 
but in every Nation, he that feareth Him, and workerh 
Righteouſneſs, is accepted of him. "Tis an Errour (one of 
them called Yulgar ) which hath reigned too long in 
the Chriſtian Church, to think that none can be Sa- 
ved by the Name of Chriſt, who have” not heard him 
Preached to them ; or that the extent of Chriſt's dearh, 
and rhe benefit of it, is commenſurate with the know- 
ledge of him. This Errour hath arofe through care- 
teſneſs of Divines, in not conſidering the point, and 
the partiality of the People to their own Religion : 
The Few, will have none but the Fews; the Mahometan, 
none bur rhe Mahometans ; the Chriſtian, none but the 
\Chtiſtians to be Saved. Bur I am hugely-petfivaded 
otherwiſe; that rhere'are Millions who have been, and 
Thouſands are, living in the World, that have never 
known, and ſhall never know how much they are be- 
holding to Feſw Chrift, till come before him in 
Judgment, and then they ſhalf know ir to their com- 
fort ; and Chriſt will ſtay for his Thanks till that day, 
wheti that Comfort, and thoſe Thanks, ſhall be Ever- 
laſting. To fay that any man is, way, or ſhall be Saved 
without Chrilt, is an Errour indeed; and if any one 
ſhould, or ſhall go to preach up rhe Salvability of the 
Heathen Without this foundatiorr (that is to lay any 
ether Foundation, than what is laid, Chriſt Jeſus), the 
Eighteenth Article of the Church _ — 

2 | 
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that perſon (for ſuch ignorance is truly aecurſed) ; 
But that' Article muſt not be thought to Curſe, or 
Condemn any that maintain Salvation alone by C:r;ſt, 
though he hold alſo that ſome Heathen may be Saved, 
Let the 7itle of the Artidle give the Interpretation, 
Another thing is this ; We mult take hecd how we 
order our conceptions in the matter of our Salvation, 
that we ſet not God aſide, either as Redtor, or Lord in 
it. We muſt not advance and jullifie his Refor/hip fo 
as to exclude his Lordſhip ; nor ſo advance and jullifie 
his Lordſhip, as to exclude his Refforſbip in the Lofi- 
ne's. On one hand, thoſe perſons that hold Chriit dy- 
cd for all, procuring Salvation on condition, but leave 
the condition on Mans free will, {or on a covperatin 
with general Grace, procured, as ſome lay, thereby y 
they do excellently yluſtrate Gods Rettor/bjp, and julli- 
fie Him in dealing with us, according to Goſpe/- Law, but 
they exclude his Lordſhip : As on the other hand, they 
that hold.Chriſt dycd only: for the Elect, purchaſing 
the. Condition as well as the Benefit ; -and that there is 
no Covenant, but what .is Abſolute ; they do excellently 
advance God's Lordſhip, 'but in efte, do exclude his 
Reftorſhip from having a hand in Mans Salvation. But 
as for thoſe perſons now, that hoJd Chriſt hath dyed 
for All, in purchaſing Pardon and Salvation on Condi-. 
tion ; but that the Cond#ion lows not from the'power 
or cooperation of Man's Free + wil, nor diretly from: 
Chriſt's purchaſe, but. from E/e4ion : Theſe do moſt 
manifeſtly give God his glory, both as Refor and Lord, 
while they make Him 45.,Lord, to. give the Condition 
to his Elett; and as Refor to Fudge of them, as of all, 
the World, according to.that Condition.” Qui perpendere 
poteſt perpendeat,. - G08 Fur | 
he third thing is this: When ſome Scriptures SY, 
4s 


SO ETmIrITr— = —— 
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That Chriſt laid down his Life for his Sheep, with the 
like, appropriating his Redemption to the Ele, this 
does not contradict ſuch places as allow it to the 
World; for Chrilt dying tor A// does include the 
Eleit : But the mcaning 1s, tecauſe that when Chriſt 
hath indeed dyed for 4/1, to purchaſe a Pardon upon 
| Condition, it 15 his Shtep only that-hear his Voice, the 
Flett only, perform that Condition, and reap the Be- 
Benefit of ir. And now, " 

At the Cloſe of thele Matters, you may remember 
Sir, I came to make mention of rhat paſſage of Abra- 
ham (peaking to Lot, when there was frite between 
their Servants ; and I faid the tame on'this occaſion. 
I ſaid it to your people, I would ay it to all others, the 
like afkeQed, about London. T here hath beer, and there” 
is, Contention ariſing, or riſen (the more is the pity) 
among our Citizens ; ſome ſpeaking for one Miniſter, 
and ſome for another ; and ſo again!t one, and again(t 
another : But let us know, that this ſlrite is indeed 
between the Herdmen, or the Parties, when both Mi- 
niſters are themſelves minding only the ſame thing 
( the opening the Scripture m reference to a right 
underſtanding of the Grace of God, and the freeneſs 
thereof revealed-in it), even as it was among the 
Corinths ; one was for Paul, another for Cephas; when 
Peter and Pax! preached but the fame Truth: And 
therefore let not, I pray you, the Herdmen fal out any 
longer among themſelves, for Abraham and Lot are 
Brethren. Ng Rn 


FINIS, 


